
 

 
Dear Families,  
 
Today, April 6, 2020, Governor Inslee announced that schools will be closed for the remainder 
of the 2019-20 school year, in order to slow the spread of COVID-19.  During this closure, all 
schools in the district will remain closed. Without these restrictions, public health authorities 
have told us the rate of infection may overwhelm the healthcare system. 

We acknowledge continued school closures are difficult on students, staff, families and the 
entire community. This can be disappointing news for students, who miss their friends and 
teachers.  

Distance Learning 
Distance learning will continue. We are committed to continuing to partner with families and 
community to support our students’ learning. Through distance learning all students will have 
the opportunity to complete their current grade level in school and advance to the next grade. 
 
Learning Opportunities Update 
Each of our schools is addressing student needs based on age and grade level.  The remote 
learning will have variation among grade level teams and individual teachers.  If families have 
not already received information about remote learning, or have questions, please reach out to 
the contact as listed below after Spring Break.  
 

Who Should Families Contact about Learning Questions 

Salish Coast Blue Heron OCEAN PTHS 

Classroom Teacher Advisory Teacher Conferencing Teacher Each Course 
Teacher 

 
Special Education 
Families of students with IEPs will be contacted by case managers to discuss how services will 
be provided during this remote learning and school closure. We are working to follow the 
guidance from state and federal agencies as we receive it. We appreciate families' patience as 
we figure out how to provide the very best services to students from a distance. Please call the 
Special Education office if you have concerns that are not being addressed, 360-379-4366 or 
ksanterre@ptschools.org. 
 
The Governor announced that there may be allowances for some students with disabilities to be 
served at school buildings. We expect that OSPI will provide more information this week to 
districts about what services may be allowed. We will communicate more with families and 
provide updates when they are available.  

 

mailto:ksanterre@ptschools.org


 

 
Grading 

● Elementary: No grades, performance-based feedback only 
● Grades 6-8: No  grades, performance-based feedback only 
● Grades 9-12 (and other HS level classes): Credit/No Credit 

 
Seniors 

● The State Board of Education will determine rules for waivers to be drafted and adopted 
by April 9  

● We will continue to prioritize support for our high school seniors to ensure they have 
what they need for post-secondary transitions.  

● We are working on plans for a distance/virtual graduation ceremony, and will 
communicate when we finalize the plans. 

 
Access to Technology 
The district is committed to getting families access to technology to the best of our ability. Last 
week families were contacted by teachers to find out what their technology needs are, and we 
are working to get chromebooks to students who need them, prioritizing our high school seniors. 
Please contact your student’s teacher, advisor, or school counselor if you need access to a 
chromebook during the school closure, and you have not already been asked about your 
technology needs. 
 
We know not all families have internet access at home. The free guest internet can be accessed 
from outside any of our schools. Blue Heron and Port Townsend High School parking lots are 
the recommended sites to use the free internet since the parking lots are close to the building. 
The internet can also be accessed at the City and County Libraries from their parking lots. 
Please observe social distancing by staying in your car and away from other families. 
 
Childcare Update 
The district continues to provide last resort emergency childcare for first responders, health care 
workers, pharmacy workers and grocery store workers.  At this time childcare is provided from 
6:45 am until 7:15 pm, and requires registration.  Please complete the Emergency Childcare 
Needs Identification form found at ptschools.org.  
 
The childcare program is following guidance from the CDC, WA Department of Health, WA 
Department of Children, Youth, and Families, and OSPI to provide a safe and caring 
environment. Health assessments are done daily on each staff and child as they enter the 
program to further assure safety.  The health assessment includes questions about symptoms 
and a temperature check. No child or staff member will enter the program, or the school site, 
without a health assessment. 
 
Child Nutrition Update 
The schools are continuing to serve free grab and go breakfast and lunch to all children 18 and 
under at four pick up sites. We are providing some delivery for families who cannot leave their 
home. Please contact your teacher or school counselor if you need home delivery.  

https://ptschools.org/about_us/news/what_s_new/free_meal_sites


 

 
Spring Break 
This week is Spring Break, which looks different for all of us. During Spring Break teachers will 
not be providing new educational opportunities, and are not expected to answer emails or 
phone calls until Tuesday, April 14th.  Families can use this week to take a break from learning, 
or catch up on some of the educational activities that you didn’t yet have time for. Your family 
can also use this time to explore new activities like baking, creating, and moving together. 
 
Personal belongings: We’re working on a plan for when students may go back into their school 
to get personal belongings, such as class projects and artwork. We’ll communicate with 
students and families as soon as a plan is finalized.  
 

Stay Home, Stay Healthy 

Please, stay home as much as possible and stay healthy. Even while staying at home, it is 
important to practice excellent hygiene and sanitation. Staying home and limiting 
person-to-person contact appears to be making a difference in slowing the spread of COVID-19, 
but those measures need to continue in order to be effective long term. As much as possible, 
stay home, limit trips outside for groceries, gas and essentials, and stay 6 feet apart from people 
outside of your home. Additionally: 

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands. 
● Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
● Clean and disinfect objects and surfaces. 
● Stay at home away from others if you are sick. 
● Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneezing, then throw the 

tissue in the trash and wash your hands. 
● Wear a mask when in public places and are near others. 

We know this is an unprecedented school year and is not what anyone expected.  But, with our 
collective innovative efforts, patience, and grace, we will get through this together.  
 
Thank you to our staff, community, families, and students for their patience as we all navigate 
this unprecedented challenge. Our community has come together to support each other in 
amazing ways. These next months will be challenging for all of us, but we can make it through 
this together. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
John Polm, Jr.  
Superintendent 
 
 


